
This half term we are learning to be Curious and Active.           
Curious about everything and taking increasing responsibility for our 
own learning; and active in our engagement with the world, changing 

what we can for the better. 

Ou r Ca t h o l i c So c i a l Te a c h i n g f o c u s f o r t h i s h a l f t e r m i s… 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

  (Wa l t Wh i t m a n—Am e r i c a n Poe t)        

 

 In t h e w o r d s o f Po p e Le o XIV… 
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St An d re w’s Ca t h o l i c Pr i m a r y Sc h o o l                                                 
To Li ve, Lo ve a n d Le a r n t o g e t h e r, a s Wi t n e s s e s f o r Ch r i s t                                      
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        Fr i d a y 23r d Ja n u a r y 2026 

Eve r y -
d a y c a n b e t h e b e g i n n i n g o f a n e w l i f e, t h a 
n k s t o Go d’s g e n e r o u s l o ve, h i s m e r c y, a n d 

t h e re s p o n s e o f o u r f re e d o m. 

Be c u r i o u s, n o t j u d g e m e n t a l.  



On Th u r s d a y 7t h Ma y, s c h o o l w i l l b e c l o s e d t o a l l o w t h e 
b u i l d i n g t o b e u s e d a s a p o l l i n g s t a t i o n. Th i s a r r a n g e m e n t 
h a s b e e n i n p l a c e i n p re v i o u s y e a r s a n d w i l l c o n t i n u e t h i s 
y e a r. Sc h o o l o p e r a t i o n s w i l l re s u m e o n Fr i d a y 8t h Ma y.  

We a p p re c i a t e y o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d c o o p e r a t i o n.  

 

A re m i n d e r t o p a re n t s a n d p u p i l s t h a t l o n g h a i r s h o u l d b e t i e d u p 
w h i l e a t s c h o o l, a n d m a k e u p s h o u l d n o t b e w o r n a s p a r t o f o u r 
s c h o o l u n i f o r m p o l i c y. We a p p re c i a t e y o u r c o n t i n u e d s u p p o r t i n 

h e l p i n g u s m a i n t a i n t h e s e s t a n d a r d s.  

 

 

Th i s we e k we e n j o y e d a w o n d e r f u l Ep i p h a n y 
Pi l g r i m a g e, w h e re t h e c h i l d re n t o o k p a r t i n a 

m e a n i n g f u l j o u r n e y f o l l o w i n g t h e s t a r, j u s t a s t h e 
Wi s e Me n d i d, t o f i n d Je s u s.  

As we m o ve d t o g e t h e r o n o u r p i l g r i m a g e, we re f l e c t e d 
o n t h e s t o r y o f Ep i p h a n y a n d t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f 

s e e k i n g a n d re c o g n i s i n g Je s u s i n o u r l i ve s. It w a s a 
s p e c i a l a n d p r a y e r f u l e x p e r i e n c e t h a t a l l o we d e ve r y o n e 
t o e n g a g e t h o u g h t f u l l y w i t h t h i s i m p o r t a n t m o m e n t i n 

t h e Ch u r c h’s c a l e n d a r.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We l o ve s h a r i n g a n d c e l e b r a t i n g a l l o f t h e w o n d e r f u l t h i n g s h a p -
p e n i n g i n a n a r o u n d s c h o o l l i n k e d t o l e a r n i n g a n d a c h i e ve m e n t s 
o f y o u r c h i l d re n, s o i f y o u a re n o t y e t f o l l o w i n g u s...h e a d o ve r t o 
In s t a g r a m a n d g i ve o u r p a g e a f o l l o w!  

Yo u’l l h a ve a p e e k i n t o o u r Ca t h o l i c Li f e,  l e a r n i n g, a c h i e ve m e n t s, 
f r i e n d s h i p s a n d f u n, t h a t we a re s o ve r y p r o u d o f! 

In s t a g r a m- St a n d re w s s c h o o l b92                                                                                       



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Sc h o o l Ye a r 2025 / 2026 

Au t u m n t e r m 2025 

Te r m St a r t s: Mo n d a y 01 Se p t e m b e r 2025 
Ha l f Te r m Ho l i d a y: Mo n d a y 27 Oc t o b e r 2025 t o Fr i d a y 31 Oc t o b e r 
2025 
Te r m En d s: Fr i d a y 19 De c e m b e r 2025 
En d o f Te r m Ho l i d a y: Mo n d a y 22 De c e m b e r 2025 - Fr i d a y 02 Ja n u a r y 
2026 

Sp r i n g t e r m 2026 

Te r m St a r t s: Mo n d a y 05 Ja n u a r y 2026 
Ha l f Te r m Ho l i d a y: Mo n d a y 16 Fe b r u a r y 2026 t o Fr i d a y 20 Fe b r u a r y 
2026 
Te r m En d s: Fr i d a y 27 Ma r c h 2026 
En d o f Te r m Ho l i d a y: Mo n d a y 30 Ma r c h 2026 – Fr i d a y 10 Ap r i l 2026 

Su m m e r t e r m 2026 

Te r m St a r t s: Mo n d a y 13 Ap r i l 2026 
(Ma y Da y: Mo n d a y 04 Ma y 2026) 
Ha l f Te r m Ho l i d a y: Mo n d a y 25 Ma y 2026 t o Fr i d a y 29 Ma y 2026 
Te r m En d s: Fr i d a y 17t h Ju l y 2026 
 

INSET Da y s 

Mo n d a y 1s t Se p t e m b e r 2025 

Fr i d a y 24t h Oc t o b e r 2025 

Mo n d a y 5t h Ja n u a r y 2026 

Mo n d a y 23r d Fe b r u a r y 2026 

Mo n d a y 13t h Ap r i l 2026 

Th u r s d a y 7t h Ma y 2026 



 

 
 

Da t e  Ye a r Gr o u p Eve n t 

Su n 1s t Fe b r u a r y  Ye a r 6 Co n f i r m a t i o n Co m m i t m e n t Ma s s a t 11a m 
Fr i 6t h Fe b r u a r y Al l PTA Swe e t To o t h Sa l e 
Fr i 13t h Fe b r u a r y Al l PTA £1 d re s s i n re d o r p i n k d a y 
Fr i 13t h Fe b r u a r y Al l Bre a k u p f o r Ha l f t e r m 
Mo n 23r d Fe b r u a r y Al l INSET DAY– Sc h o o l n o t o p e n t o Ch i l d re n 
Tu e 24t h Fe b r u a r y Al l Ch i l d re n re t u r n 
Fr i 27t h Fe b r u a r y Al l PTA Me e t i n g 
Tu e 10t h Ma r c h Al l In d i v i d u a l Sc h o o l Ph o t o s 
Fr i 13t h Ma r c h Al l PTA Mo t h e r’s Da y Bo u t i qu e 
Fr i 27t h Ma r c h Al l PTA Ea s t e r Di s c o & n o n u n i f o r m d a y 
Fr i 27t h Ma r c h Al l Bre a k u p f o r Ea s t e r Ho l i d a y s 
Mo n 13t h Ap r i l Al l INSET DAY– Sc h o o l n o t o p e n t o Ch i l d re n 
Tu e 14t h Ap r i l  Al l Ch i l d re n re t u r n 
Fr i 17t h Ap r i l Al l PTA Su m m e r Fa i r b o t t l e d o n a t i o n & n o n u n i f o r m d a y 
Fr i 24t h Ap r i l Al l PTA Bre a k t h e r u l e s d a y 
Th u 7t h Ma y Al l INSET Da y– Cl o s e d f o r Vo t i n g 
Sa t u r d a y 9t h Ma y Ye a r 3 Fi r s t Ho l y Co m m u n i o n a t 12p m 
Th u 21s t Ma y Ye a r 6 Tr i p t o t h e Ca t h e d r a l  
Fr i 22n d Ma y Al l Bre a k u p f o r Ha l f t e r m 
Mo n 1s t Ju n e Al l Ch i l d re n re t u r n 
Tu e s 23r d Ju n e Ye a r 6 Co n f i r m a t i o n a t 7p m 
Mo n 6t h Ju l y– We d 
8t h Ju l y 

Ye a r 6 Ye a r 6 Re s i d e n t i a l 

Mo n d a y Nu r s e r y, Ye a r 3 & Ye a r 6 

Tu e s d a y Ye a r 2 &4 

We d n e s d a y Ye a r 2,3 & 4-Sw i m m i n g 

Th u r s d a y Re c e p t i o n,1 & 5  

Fr i d a y Ye a r 1, 5 & 6 



Ou r KS1 a t t e n d a n c e w i n n e r s we re 

Re c e p t i o n. 

Ou r Ke y St a g e 2 a t t e n d a n c e w i n n e r s 

we re Ye a r 6. 

Pu n c t u a l i t y Wi n n e r s: Ye a r 5 

We l l d o n e f o r t h e b r i l l i a n t At t e n d a n c e 
a n d Pu n c t u a l i t y t h i s we e k. 

 At t e n d a n c e a n d Pu n c t u a l i t y 
Cl a s s At t e n d a n c e Un a u t h o r i s e d             

Ab s e n c e. Ex c l                   
Ho l i d a y s 

Re c e p t i o n 99.31% 0 

Ye a r 1 95% 0 

Ye a r 2 98.33% 0 

Ye a r 3 97.93% 0 

Ye a r 4 93.33% 0 

Ye a r 5 97.41% 0 

Ye a r 6 100% 0 

Cl a s s La t e s b e f o re          
re g i s t e r s c l o s e 

La t e s a f t e r re g i s t e r s 
c l o s e 

Re c e p t i o n 7 0 

Ye a r 1 4 0 

Ye a r 2 1 0 

Ye a r 3 3 0 

Ye a r 4 5 0 

Ye a r 5 0 0 

Ye a r 6 5 3 

⏰  LATES ADD UP ð MORE THAN YOU THINK 

Arriving late has a real impact on childrenõs learning and emotional wellbeing. 

Just 10 minutes late every day means:  

¶  50 minutes of learning missed each week  
¶ ⁯  Over 30 hours missed across a school year  
❌  The equivalent of  almost a full week of school lost  
Lateness can also be unsettling for children and affect confidence, routines and friendships.  
 

 WE ARE HERE TO HELP 

If attendance or punctuality is becoming difficult,  please talk to us early . Support is available through:  

¶ Mrs Brady ð Child & Family Support Worker & Attendance Lead  
¶ Educational Welfare Officer  
¶ Inclusion Team  
Family Hubs , offering drop -in sessions and practical support for families who are struggling  
Please refer to the  timetables sent out last week , or contact Mrs Brady to discuss how we can support your family.  

 
   MONITORING & WORKING TOGETHER 

We monitor attendance closely and track patterns carefully. Where attendance falls below expected levels, 

families may be invited to meet with school and the EWO so that we can  work together to improve attendance . 

Term-time holidays cannot be authorised except in exceptional circumstances, in line with school policy and 

government guidance.  
 

`  THANK YOU 

Thank you to the many families who ensure their children attend school  every day and arrive on time . Your 

commitment makes a huge difference to learning, wellbeing and success.  
 

ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY ð EVERY MINUTE 

COUNTS 

Being in school  every day and on time  is vital 

for childrenõs learning, wellbeing and safety . 

We understand that mornings can be difficult 

for some families, and we are committed to 

working  supportively and proactively  to help 

every child attend regularly.  

 

 IMPORTANT SAFEGUARDING REMINDER ð 

FIRST DAY CONTACT 

School must be contacted on the FIRST day of 

absence.  

If we have  not heard from a parent by 9:30am , 

school will make contact to ensure your child 

is safe and well . 

If we are unable to make contact, 

the  Educational Welfare Officer (EWO), Lynette , 

will be informed and further checks may be 

made, including a home visit if required.  



 

  A f u n f i l l e d a n d ve r y b u s y we e k i n Nu r s e r y t h i s we e k! 

We h a ve c e l e b r a t e d Ep i p h a n y a n d Pi l g r i m a g e Da y b y j o i n i n g u p w i t h Re c p t i o n t o d o l o t s o f f u n 
a c t i v i t i e s s u c h a s a ‘Fo l l o w t h s t a r t r a s u re h u n t’, Ma k i n g Ki n g c r o w n s a n d Ro l e p l a y i n g v i s i t i n g 

Be t h l e h e m.  

Al s o t h i s we e k t h e c h i l d e n h a ve n o t l e t t h e we t we a t h e r s t o p t h e m i n t h e i r o u t d o o r l e a r n i n g, t h e y h a ve 
e x p l o re d t h e i r p h y s i c a l u p p e r s t re n g t h, w o r k i n g t o g e t h e r,t u r n t a k i n g a n d m a r k m a k i n g s k i l l s b y u s i n g 

a s k a t e b o a r d/r o p e a n d c h a l k.  

In Ma t h s t h i s we e k we h a ve b e e n u s i n g o u r b o d i e s a n d m u s i c a l i n s t r u m e n t s t o c o u n t b e a t s/c l a p s/
s t e p s a n d j u m p s.  

Th e c h i l d re n h a ve a l s o u s e d j u n k m o d e l l i n g m a t e r i a l s t o c re a t e a r o c k e t f o r b a b y b e a r t o g o t o t h e 
m o o n a s o u r s t o r y t h i s we e k w a s ‘Wh a t e ve r n e x t’ b y Ji l l Mu r p h y a l l a b o u t a b e a r w h o w a n t s t o g o t o 

s e e t h e m o o n.  

 

 

 

Re c e p t i o n h a ve h a d l o t s o f f u n t h i s we e k, e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g o u r Ep i p h a n y Pi l g r i m a g e! We 
j o u r n e y e d t h r o u g h Be t h l e h e m, j u s t l i k e t h e w i s e m e n, f o l l o w i n g t h e s t a r w h i c h l e a d u s t o t h e 

s t a b l e s.                                                                                                                
We s u n g s o n g s a n d u s e d d i f f e re n t i n s t r u m e n t s t o c e l e b r a t e t h i s. Th e c h i l d re n e n j o y e d 

d re s s i n g u p, a n d r o l e p l a y i n g i n Ki n g He r o d's c a s t l e! We a l s o g o t u p t o l o t s o f f u n i n o u r 
c o n s t r u c t i o n a re a t h i s we e k, w h e re t h e c h i l d re n d e c i d e d t o b u i l d 'a c i n e m a' a n d 's c h o o l' 

u s i n g t h e i r i m a g i n a t i o n.                                                                                     
To w a r d s t h e e n d o f t h e we e k we i n t r o d u c e d t h e 'Gi a n t's k i t c h e n' w h i c h w i l l l e a d n i c e l y i n t o 

o u r f o c u s o n Ja c k a n d t h e b e a n s t a l k n e x t we e k.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Ye a r 1 l e d o u r w h o l e s c h o o l 
m a s s b e a u t i f u l l y o n 

Th u r s d a y.  

Th e y re a d a n d s u n g 
b e a u t i f u l l y a n d s h o u l d b e 
t r u l y p r o u d o f t h e m s e l ve s, 
y o u a re a c re d i t t o St 

An d re w s!  

 

 

 

Ye a r 2 h a ve t h o r o u g h l y 
e n j o y e d t a k i n g p a r t i n o u r 
Ep i p h a n y p i l g r i m a g e d a y, 

w h e re t h e y f o l l o we d t h e s t a r 
a r o u n d t h e s c h o o l a n d 
e n g a g e d i n a r a n g e o f 

re f l e c t i ve a n d i n t e r a c t i ve 
a c t i v i t i e s.  

 

Al o n g s i d e t h i s, Ye a r 2 h a ve 
b e e n ve r y b u s y i n s c i e n c e 
t h i s we e k, c a r r y i n g o u t a 
h a n d s-o n i n ve s t i g a t i o n t o 
t e s t d i f f e re n t m a t e r i a l s. Th e 
c h i l d re n e x p l o re d w h e t h e r 
m a t e r i a l s c o u l d b e n d, 

s t re t c h, o r s qu a s h, c a re f u l l y 
o b s e r v i n g a n d d i s c u s s i n g 

t h e i r re s u l t s. 

 



 

 

Th i s we e k i n Ye a r 3, t h e c h i l d re n h a ve b e e n d e ve l o p i n g t h e i r s k i l l s a c r o s s t h e 
c u r r i c u l u m. In Ma t h s, t h e y h a ve b e e n d i v i d i n g t w o-d i g i t n u m b e r s, u s i n g p r a c t i c a l 
s t r a t e g i e s t o s u p p o r t t h e i r u n d e r s t a n d i n g. In En g l i s h, t h e y h a ve b e e n e x p l o r i n g 

p oe t r y b y w r i t i n g t h e i r o w n a l l i t e r a t i o n a n d s i m i l e s, c h o o s i n g i m a g i n a t i ve l a n g u a g e 
t o m a k e t h e i r p oe m s m o re e n g a g i n g a n d e x p re s s i ve.  

 

 

 

 

Wh a t a n e x c i t i n g a n d c re a t i ve we e k i t h a s b e e n i n Ye a r 4! 

In Ar t, t h e c h i l d re n e x p l o re d s t i l l l i f e u s i n g t h e i r o w n p e r s o n a l p r o p s a n d l e a r n e d 
h o w t o u s e t o n e a n d s h a d e t o c re a t e a 3D e f f e c t i n t h e i r a r t w o r k. In RE, we m a r k e d 
Ep i p h a n y w i t h a w h o l e-s c h o o l d a y re f l e c t i n g o n t h e j o u r n e y o f t h e Wi s e Me n a n d 

h o w t h e y we re g u i d e d b y t h e Li g h t o f t h e Wo r l d. Th e c h i l d re n t o o k p a r t i n a r a n g e o f 
p r a y e r f u l, c re a t i ve a n d re f l e c t i ve a c t i v i t i e s, h e l p i n g t h e m t o e x p l o re t h e m e a n i n g o f 

Ep i p h a n y a n d t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f re c o g n i s i n g Je s u s a s t h e Li g h t o f t h e Wo r l d. 

A w o n d e r f u l we e k o f l e a r n i n g — we l l d o n e, Ye a r 4! 



 

 

Ye a r 6 h a d a f a n t a s t i c d a y o n Tu e s d a y t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e re s t o f t h e s c h o o l 
f o l l o w i n g t h e j o u r n e y o f t h e Wi s e Me n a n d e m b a r k i n g u p o n a p i l g r i m a g e r o u n d 

s c h o o l t o m a r k t h e f e a s t o f t h e Ep i p h a n y.  

We h a ve a l s o e n j o y e d d e b a t i n g i n o u r En g l i s h l e s s o n s, t h e p h o t o s s h o w o u r f a c e t o 
f a c e s t a n d o f f s...we m a y h a ve s o m e f u t u re p o l i t i c i a n s a m o n g s t u s!   

 

 

Ye a r 5, a l o n g s i d e t h e w h o l e s c h o o l, t o o k p a r t i n a n Ep i p h a n y Pi l g r i m a g e Da y.               
Th e c h i l d re n r o t a t e d a r o u n d d i f f e re n t c l a s s r o o m s t a k i n g p a r t i n a c t i v i t i e s w h i c h 

l i n k e d t o c e l e b r a t i n g t h e Ep i p h a n y.                                                                      
Th e c h i l d re n f o c u s e d o n w h y Je s u s i s t h e l i g h t o f t h e w o r l d, c re a t e d l a n t e r n s a n d 
re f l e c t e d o n h o w t h e y c a n s h i n e l i k e Je s u s. Th e y l e a r n t a l l a b o u t t h e 3 w i s e m e n 

a n d c re a t e d c r o w n s t o s y m b o l i s e t h e k i n g s. Fu r t h e r m o re, t h e c h i l d re n t o o k p a r t i n a 
p r a y e r a n d l i t u r g y s e r v i c e w h e re t h e y d i s c u s s e d a n d l e a r n t a b o u t t h e g i f t s g i ve n t o 

Je s u s a n d w h y t h e y we re g i ve n.  

 






