ST THOMAS MORE - YEAR 5
FEAST DAY 22ND JUNE

Saint Thomas More always honest, kind and caring. His Christian faith was so important to him that he died rather than give it up. He had many gifts, including a great sense of humour and he enjoyed making people laugh. Thomas was good at speaking and listening and was a great debater. His talent as a writer shone through in the many history and poetry books he wrote.

He was born in 1478. His father, John, was a well-known lawyer and his mother’s name was Agnes. The family lived in Cheapside, London. When he was eight years old, Thomas went to St Anthony’s School in Threadneedle Street, where he learnt Latin. Thomas enjoyed his school and achieved well.

As a twelve-year-old, he was page boy to Cardinal Morton . 

Thomas went to university in Oxford when he was fourteen and in 1498, he became a law student.
In 1505 Thomas married a lady named Jane Colt and they had four children: Margaret, Elizabeth, Cecily and John. Sadly, Jane died, and Thomas married again. His family grew after he adopted several children.

Thomas was a great animal lover and he owned many unusual animals, such as: monkeys, a fox, a weasel, a beaver and many rabbits.

As a successful young lawyer, Thomas became part of King Henry VIII’s court. In 1520 Thomas was knighted by the King and became Sir Thomas More. He was a good friend of the King who would often visit Thomas’ house in Chelsea, where they would discuss Greek, theology or astronomy. The King respected Thomas’s wisdom and made him Lord Chancellor in 1529. In 1532, Thomas resigned as Lord Chancellor because King Henry VIII was made head of the Church of England, an appointment Thomas did not agree with.

Two years later, Thomas was sent to the Tower of London because he would not accept that the King was head of the church. Thomas was sentenced to death for disagreeing with the King and beheaded on 6th July 1535. Before he died, Thomas said, “I am the King’s good servant but God’s first.”
Saint Thomas More, pray for us.
