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Saint Francis was born in 1182. His parents gave their son all the good things that money could buy. He liked poems, songs and parties and became a knight for a while; he had a dream telling him to go home and to follow God. When he got home, Francis went to pray in an old Church. There he heard Jesus telling him to rebuild it. He sold some of his father's best cloth and repaired the Church. He took off his fine clothes and gave them to the poor and left home.

Francis began to visit hospitals and to serve the sick. He believed that everything was made by God was very good. He admired the great and wonderful things of the world; he told all the birds and animals to praise God. There are lots of stories about him talking to the animals and he is often pictured surrounded by animals.

Some people decided to live like Francis, and he took twelve young men to Rome with him, and the Pope gave him permission to start a new religious order, the Franciscans. He also helped a lady, Clare, to set up an order of religious women called the Poor Clare’s.

Francis had a vision in which he saw Jesus hanging on the cross and he was given the same wounds that Jesus had on his hands, his feet and his side. When Francis grew ill and weak, he thanked God for the pain he was suffering. He died in 1226.

Saint Francis, pray for us.



